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Leys personality - 
Walter Campbell is 

making the Leys a 
hetter place to live. 
See page 3 for more. 


Interested in health 
issues? Want to 
know what's 
© planned for the new 
health centre? See 
pages 8&9. 


Want to work with 
children or young 
people? 
Information and 
opportunities - 
Pages 5, 7, 14, 15. 


Feeling ready for a fun summer? Find 
out about the Cowley Road Carnival (see 
p3 & 14) and = —_— 
the Leys Fair UA 
(see p7) 


Photo: Kym Westoe 


BLAG hosts the Leys’ first exhibition as part of Oxford Art Weeks - page 4 


n Pe FREE community newspaper for all of the Leys ] 


About Leys News 


Leys News Ltd is a not-for-profit business dedicated to 
providing news and information to the whole community. 
Leys News is not affiliated to any political party. 

Leys News operates an equal opportunities policy and 
encourages any resident to get involved in its work. 


Leys News - Issue 42 


Contact: Leys News Limited, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

Phone: 01865 711756 

Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 

Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who's who? 


Board of Directors: Molly Florey, Penny Wood, Chuma 
Nwokolo, Jr., Remi Omokorende, Roy Simmonds, Wendy 
Spray, Brian Weaver, Etain O'Carroll and Peter Stevenson. 


Editorial committee this issue: Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado, Jennie Travis and Chuma Nwokolo, Jr. 


Editor: Becky Telford 


Business Development Co-ordinator: Philip Citrone 
Distribution co-ordinator: Gary Jones 


Website development: Julian Dourado, Joe Rosa and 
Julia Sutton 


Volunteers and contributors: Anna Bartlett, Jim Barlow, 
Christine De Blase-Ballstadt, Richard Colbrook, Sasha East, 
Robert Evans, Molly Florey, Frank Isahak, MJ Gohari, Jing Li, 
Stuart Mabbutt, Patrick Mukholi, Lina Mughal, Roy 
Simmonds, Jennie Travis and Helen Williams. Special 
thanks to Julian Dourado for sterling work as designer/sub- 
editor on this issue and the previous one. 
Leys News Ltd. acknowledges financial assistance from: Oxford City Council, 
Ealing Family Housing Association, Oxford Citizens Housing Association, 
Cherwell Housing Association, Awards for All, Blackbird Leys Community 
Chest, and the Community Champions Fund and support from: Newsquest 
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Been let down with 
your leaflet 
distribution? 


We can help. 


Call the leaflet sales team 
on (01865) 425349 or 
(01865) 425371 


Visit our website at 
www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/leaflets 


mail@leysnews.co.uk 


A growing partnership - so what about you? 


Firstly, let me introduce myself. My 
name is Becky Telford, and | would 
like to welcome you to the first 
edition of the Leys News since | 
took over as Editor. When | moved 
to the Leys (from Florence Park) in 
2002, | found Leys News a useful 
source of information, and was 
inspired by how much seems to be 
going on here. Writing as a 
volunteer for the paper over the 
last few years has also given me 
the opportunity to meet people 
from all over the two estates and 
get a feeling for what really matters 
to people. 


As a Leys resident, I'm delighted to 
have this opportunity to shout 
about all the great things that make 
the Leys such a special place to 
live. But we all know that there are 
difficult issues that come up, and | 
want Leys News to also become a 
space for debate, where we can 
talk, as a community, about the 
things that matter, and how we can 
deal with them. Such issues are 
being discussed all over the estates 
already - in community-led 
organisations, centres where 
people meet, and in people's 
homes - but by bringing the 
discussion into the open we can 
follow through with actions which 
could make a real difference. 


For this to happen it is really 
important that people get involved 
with the paper, and add their voice. 
There are so many ways to do this 
that | hope you will find a way that 
suits you. Leys News is only as 
good as the people who are 


There’s so much going on! Check 
out this edition for... arts 
workshops... health news... 
lifelong learning... the summer 
Carnival and Leys Fair... job 
opportunities... and much more! 


involved, and we need to bolster 
the number of local volunteers, 
both as contributors and as 
directors, either on the Editorial 
Board or as part of managing the 
whole organisation. Perhaps you 
are part of a group involved with 
arts or sport, bringing people 
together in some way - get in 
touch! It could just be a few lines 
to let people know what you are 
doing and maybe inspire them to 
come along. 


Increasing the input of local people 
into the paper is the most 
important aspect of my vision for 
the paper, and | hope to make this 
easier to do. Over the next few 
months, Leys News is involved 
with two projects which will 
hopefully bring us into contact with 
more people, and help 
organisations and individuals on 
the estate gain basic skills in 
journalism, writing and design. 


The first of these is a Community 
Champions programme which 
involves Leys News reaching out to 
organisations on the Leys to 
support them, over a short period 
of time, to produce an article and 
accompanying photos for the 
paper. The second is that Leys 
News is one of the partners on the 
Glow project, supporting the 
journalism and creative writing 
element and acting as a way to 
promote and distribute some of the 
work that is produced. 


As well as creating articles for the 
July and September editions of the 


LEYS NEWS 


paper, | hope that some of the 


people involved with these projects 
continue to be involved with Leys 
News in the future. Because we 
are working with such a wide range 
of people | hope we can bring you 
new and exciting stories in the next 
few months. There's loads more 
information about Glow on pages 3 
and 12. If you think you might be 
interested in either of these 
projects, get in touch with us at the 
Leys News office. 


And if you read this edition of the 
paper and something moves you, 
annoys you or makes you smile, 
why not get in touch and tell us 
about it? 


As always, a big thank you to all 
the volunteers who have worked to 
make this edition of the paper 
happen, particularly Chuma 
Nwokolo Jr, Phil Citrone, Julian 
Dourado and Etain O'Carroll. 


Becky Telford, Editor 
Tel: 01865 711756 
Email: leysnews@hotmail.com 


Leys News No: 43 
Out Early July 


Copy And Advertising Deadline: 


1st June 


Want to advertise 


We now offer a range of design 
services aimed at delivering to local 
businesses and community groups an 
affordable solution to all their 
marketing and design needs. 


Graphic design 


From simple logos and stationery through to full colour page 
layouts for brochures. Our group of local designers offer a 
friendly and attentive approach. 


Training 
Professional help for organisations wishing to produce their 


own promotional materials. Our quality training is both cost 
effective and relevant. 


Interested? call Phil on Oxford 711756 
or visit www.leysnewsdesign.co.uk 


in Leys News? 


We have special 
rates for community 
and not-for-profit 
organisations. Get 
in touch with Phil 
on 711756 for more 
information. 


Tel: 01865 711756 May 2005 © 
African Market 2005 


ACCAN, the African Caribbean 
Community Action Network, is working in 
partnership with DIVA promotions to 
launch a monthly African market which 
will be held alternately at the Blackbird 
Leys Youth and Community Centre 
(BBLYCC), and East Oxford Community 
Centre (to be confirmed). The market will 
feature a range of stalls, arts and crafts 
workshops, language tasters, quizzes and 
the opportunity to sample examples of 
African and Caribbean food. 


Each month will focus on a different 
theme (see below), with April's event 
looking at health issues, including an 
exhibition examining health issues which 
are particularly relevant to the African 


urday May 21st 
Centre 


East Oxford Community 


Saturday June 11th Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Saturday September 3rd East Oxford Community 
Saturday October 1st Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Saturday November 12th East Oxford Community 
Saturday December 3rd Blackbird Leys Youth and 


Caribbean community. The April market, 
which is supported by the East Oxford 
Healthy Living Initiative, is scheduled for 
30th April at the BBLYCC will also feature 
a fashion show, jewellery, cultural games 
and videos, and KiSwahili classes. The arts 
sessions will be based around preparing 
for the Cowley Road Carnival and a 
pottery workshop. 


The market will be held from 12-8pm and 
everyone is welcome to come along. More 
information will follow in the next edition 
of the Leys News, or in flyers which are 
available at 
Leys Linx. 


Black heroes - focusing on 
Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey 
and Nanny of the Maroons 


Holistic health 


Education, and a Saturday 
school convention 


Black women 


The Cowley Road Carnival on the Cowley Road and 
surrounding streets 12th June 2005 12-8pm. come and 
experience Oxfordshire's biggest community-led celebration. Make it 
acar free day and travel by bus - one every 8 minutes from 
Greater Leys to the Iffley Road or St Clements. Blackbird Leys 
finest DJs plus London Community Gospel! Cheir, 
Ministry of dhol, children's activities, dance stage, 
street theatre never seen in Oxford, info stalls and much 


much more.... 


The Cowley Road Carnival is grateful for support from East 
Oxford Action, Oxford Inspires and the Urban Cultural Fund, 
Arts Council England, Oxford Swindon Gloucester Co-op, Oxford 
City Council and Awards for All, plus of course all the voluntary 


support and time that goes inte making 


Carnival a success. 


www. covley road carnival org 


See page 14 for more... 


EVOLVINGCITY 


Oxford 


Leys Personality - Walter Campbell 
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This is Walter Campbell. 


He plants flowers around Evenlode Tower. 


Walter was born in Dublin and came to England as a young man. After a short time in 
Birmingham he came to visit his brother in Oxford and has been here ever since. 
Walter worked at Pressed Steel, mostly in the paint shop, until he retired twelve years 
ago. He has lived in Evenlode Tower for forty seven years. 


Walter's love of gardening goes back to his early days in Oxford. He used to live in a 
caravan at Sandford and would garden in the evenings. His display of forty dozen (480) 
wallflowers was so wonderful, people would come from all over to see it, especially 
about 9 o'clock on a late spring evening when the scent of the flowers was best. 
Walter likes to put in lots of flowers. He has planted up the circular bed and all the 
borders around the tower block. Forty rose bushes (standard and climbers); 300 
Crocuses; Hawthorns; Lupins; Poppies; Dog Rose; Pansies and Daffodils among 
others. Some have been lost to children playing and some to the bad weather but as 
spring turns into summer, it will still be a fine display. Walter already has a load of 
Salvias in hand, to plant out in the circular bed in a month or so. 


He does all this single-handed, except for some help from a good friend. When he first 
retired, he asked if he could plant some daffodils but wasn't given permission until two 
years ago. A shame really, it would be a well established garden by now. 

Walter reckons he spends 18 hours a week on the garden but says, "If | had my way, I'd 
spend all week on it". 


"People say, what are you doing that for? But | just like doing it. I'm not doing it to 
show off or anything, | just enjoy it. Its better than sitting in the flat!". 

Walter would like to see the abandoned hobby room brought back into use and the 
empty garages at the block. He remembers when there used to be a children's play 
area with sand pit and swings as well and would like to see the area reinstated because 
there are more young families in the tower now than there used to be. 

"What | can't understand myself, really, is that just because people live in a flat they look 
down on it. They don't need to - it is still your home and you don't know how long you'll 
be here for". 


Having lived here most of his life, Walter has a keen appreciation of the area: 

"The thing about Blackbird Leys is, if you walk from the bridge down to Evenlode Tower, 
you couldn't look at a nicer place. All the beautiful trees - there's nothing bad about it. 
It just wants people to take a bit more care of it". 


| want to celebrate what Walter does. Every time | see him out there | think: If 
everyone did that - this place would be amazing. Thanks Walter! 


Jim Barlov 


Is there someone or something local that inspires you? Would you like help to write a 
short piece like this? The GLOW initiative would love to hear from you. Contact us c/o 
Leys News on 711 756. 
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Arts on the Leys - Blackbird Leys Arts Group 


BLAG (Blackbird Leys Art Group) has been awarded a If you feel in need of some rest why not have a seat on "Let Rip" and “Splash It on" Workshops on: 

grant from the National Lottery 'Awards For All' to hold the Screaming Tyres sofa or try out Some interactive art Th 

the first art exhibition on Blackbird Leys. The exhibition, on the way to it ...... Or maybe you feel like letting rip? ursday 2nd June 10-1 pm 

called "The Screaming Tyres", will feature as part of Or have you been itching to splash it on? Then come to Saturday 4th June 12-3pm 

Oxford Art Weeks and aims to show the Leys and its one of the workshops that will be running whilst the 

community in a positive and uplifting way. The work of exhibition is on. The "Let Rip" textile workshops offer Thursday 3th June 5-8pm 

local artists from Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys will be people the chance to design a funky bag. At the "Splash Tuesday 14th June 12.00-3.00pm 

on display at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, for three It On" workshops everyone will be working together, 

weeks, from 28th May to 17th June 05. using mod roc and other materials to create a piece of at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. All 
community art that will go straight on display in the 

There will be a launch on Saturday 28th May, from 5- exhibition. If you're a budding Van Gogh, or just want to workshops are free and open to everyone. 

7pm. The delightful artist cuisiniere, Miche Fabre Lewin come and have a go then this is the place for you! 

will be there to tempt you with an amazing, interactive . 

food installation guaranteed to get your mouth watering. The two workshops will run side by side (see dates). Why get involved? 

There will also be refreshments and surprise activities. Senior citizens and children with parents are most 


News of an arts group on Blackbird Leys hit me 
at exactly the right moment - just when my 
creative juices were flowing and | was ready to 
go - but where to? 


Come and find out more on the day. welcome to come and join in the fun. 


Words and pictures by the BLAG group 


— 


| had a bag of paints sitting at home in a corner, 
and some printmaking tools all ready and waiting 
(for many moons), and ideas of what | wanted to 
do, but | like company when l'm creating. As an 
extrovert l'm easily distracted when | have home 
projects, but two sessions a week with company, 
on my doorstep was a fantastic opportunity. 


Monday night, at the back of the Community 
Centre | found a fully-fledged art room with piles 
of used tyres in the corner (!?), a beautiful textile 
picture in creation on one table, some lifeform 
sculptures on another table - and Debbie. 


Debbie one of the four local artists who set the 
group up last year, and she gave me a very warm 
welcome to the group, as have the others. Since 
then in the past three weeks, I've painted a tyre 
rainbow-like for the upcoming Screaming Tyres 
exhibition, started a new print plate I've continued 
with at work in spare moments, and done some 
painting. Oh and had a laugh with the BLAG 
regulars. Now I've started creating again it's 
infectious and | don't want to stop. 


f a 


What you might get up to at the 
‘Let Rip’ workshop... 


If you've got a burning urge to create do join us. 
Everyone's an artist. 


by Jane Whiting, Whitethorn Way 


BLAG is in the Community Art Room on Mondays 6- 
8:00pm and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am. For more 
information please contact Ines on 749596 or email 
blagonthleys@hotmail.co.uk. 


BLAG is very grateful for and would like to 
acknowledge the wonderful support that it has 
received from Trevor Evans and the staff at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre in allowing the 
space for the exhibition, Paul Issacs, Centre 
Manager at Blackbird Leys Youth and 
Community Centre and Katie Hamilton for 
allowing BLAG to use the Community Art Room. 
Big thanks also go to Penny Wood, Blackbird Leys 
CDI and Rachel Martin, Oxford Inspires. 

BLAG is grateful for and delighted to have been 
sponsored by Awards For All, Oxford City Council 
Arts Development, OCHA, Ealing Family 
Housing Association, Blackbird Leys Community 
Chest, Wheatley Tyre Centre and Tyre Ryte. 


SEAVICE CENTRE 
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OXFORD 
CITY 
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Tel: 01865 711756 


Peep groups 
for: 

Babies 

Babies 

One year olds 
Two year olds 


Two year olds 


Justine's story 


A little while after my 
son Joshua was born 
| was contacted by ‘a 
lady from PEEP’. She 
arranged to come and 
visit me at home and 
tell me what PEEP 
involved. When she 
visited my home she 
brought with her a 
pack ‘Learning 
Together with Babies' 
which included a 
helpful step-by-step 
guide to learning with 
your child, a CD, 
video and cassette. 
My son and | enjoyed 
the pack very much 
but it wasn't until 
Joshua had turned 
one that | ventured to 
a PEEP group. | was 
put off at first. 
Parents had been 
attending this group 
since the beginning of 
term and knew each 
other very well. | felt 
like the outsider and | 
found the structure of 
the group hard on 
Joshua. | decided not 
to go again, it just 
didn't seem like 'my 
thing’. 


A couple of months 


Thursday 


Tuesday 


Time 


1:30-2:30 


Tuesday 


1:30-2:30 


passed and | decided 
we would give it 
another go as there 
was a Saturday 
morning group 
starting and | felt if | 
joined at the 
beginning | would feel 
different. | was right. 
‘Saturday Robins' was 
completely different. 
| was greeted by 
Helen, Natalie and 
Ahsama who 
promptly made me a 
cup of tea and made 
me feel very 
welcome. The 
sessions, although 
themed, allowed 
children of mixed 
ages freedom to 
explore the activities 
they wanted to do, 
which was great if 
Joshua didn't respond 
well to the planned 
activity. 


After going for a year, 
| almost feel like I'm 
part of a ‘family’ and 
look forward to 
seeing everyone each 
Saturday and miss 
them when the 
schools have their 
breaks. | always 
wanted to support my 
son in his learning in 


Place 


ie 
9:30 - 10:30 BBL Adventure 
Playground 


The Family Room, 
Windale School 


pussy ps - 10:30 BBL Health Centre 


Monday 


(ici i - 10:45 Holy Family Church Hall 


The Green Room, 


Dovecote, Greater Leys 


Mixed ages (0-4) Saturday 10:00 - 12:00 The Créche Room BBL 
Leisure Centre 


anyway | could and to 
be an integral part of 
the process myself, 
which is a common 
feeling among PEEP 
parents. 


| have seen amazing 
developmental 
changes in Joshua 
and the other children 
who attend. Now, he 
is taking part more 
and more. Standing 
still is not one of his 
favourite pastimes, 
but he loves the 
singing and stories 
and is getting known 
as a bit of a joker. 
PEEP has been an 
inspiration to me and 
both Joshua and 
myself have made 
some close friends. 


| would encourage 
anybody to check 
PEEP out and if put 
off at first, try again, 
you might be 
surprised! 


By Justine Vanner 


PEEP is for all parents with 
babies and children under 
five who live in this area. It 
is free, and mums, dads 
and carers are all welcome. 
PEEP offers information 
and support in helping your 
child to learn and develop. 


You and your child can 
either come to a weekly 
group held near you (see 
the timetable for more 
details) or we can visit you 
in your home. If your child 
attends a local nursery or 
school then you will find 
PEEP there as well. 


Contact: 

The PEEP Centre 

Peers School, Sandy Lane 
West, Oxford, OX4 6JZ 


Tel: 01865 395145 
Email: info@peep.org.uk 
Photo (left) of a PEEP 
session, taken by the PEEP 
group 
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Want to work 
with children or 
young people? 


Oxfordshire 
ch 


call Oxfordshire’s 
Childcare Recruitment Line on 


08452 26 26 36 


Www.oxoncis.org.uk 


VA 


For advice, information and 


job vacancies countywide 


Pecans 


Making (fe Detention chlidren and families n our count 
p 


Are you interested in working with children or young people? There are a range of 
opportunities available, including Play Workers for the Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground (p15), and Project Workers for the CDI summer project (p7). There are 
several organisations providing childcare and play for children in The Leys, and some 
local people have reported being interested in this kind of work. A range of 
organisations have got together to organise events at The Barn and the Cowley 
Shopping Centre, with information and one to one advice on training and job 
opportunities in childcare work. There will be people who already work as 
childminders, crèche workers and play workers to tell people about the ups and 
downs, and how to get started. See page 14 for more details. 
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OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 


emar SureStart 


Making life better for children and families in our county 


I 


[trenuno à Currune | 
www cidordsnire gw uk 
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@ Leys News - Issue 42 


BLITZ news... 


www. blackbirdleys.com 
your community online 


Blackbird Leys I.T. Zone 


Multimedia Hub 


In the new Multimedia IT Hub, a 
range of video editing facilities are 
available. These include Sony 
software and DVD writers. Specialist 
training is also available. This facility 
is only available by arrangement, so 
ask Centre staff for details. Staff and 
facilities at the Hub are also on hand 
to help community groups with video 
production. 


There are also facilities to create your 
own digital music - you can use the 
equipment to edit music you like or 
create your own tracks. Industry- 
standard programs such as Cubase, 
Acid and Fruity Loops are available to 
get professional quality. There are 
music technology taster sessions 
running every Saturday, 1:30- 
4:30pm, 23rd April-28th May, with 
each session introducing a new 
program. 


All Blackbird Leys residents are 
welcome to come along to the IT 
Hub and use the facilities; the Centre 
is open for drop-in Monday-Friday, 
9:30am-4:30pm and Saturdays 
9:30am-1:30pm. There are also a 
range of courses (see opposite) to 
suit most interests and levels of skill. 
These courses are all free to Leys 
residents. If you want to enrol ona 
course or see full information of all 
the courses available, ring 714492 or 
drop into the IT Hub at Leys Linx. 


Some of the courses available... 


Images - Mondays 12:30-3pm, 6th June- 
11th July. Learn to use Adobe Photoshop 
to manipulate digital or scanned images. 
Internet, email and security - Mondays 
6pm-8pm, 6th June-11th July. For people 
who are familiar with the Internet but want 
to focus on security issues. 

Beginners computer course - Tuesdays 
9:30-12 noon, 7th June - 12th July or 
Wednesdays 6-8pm, 8th June-13th July. 
Introducing all the basic skills you need to 
use a computer - no experience necessary. 
E-Citizens - Tuesdays 12:30-2:30, 7th June 
- 12th July. How to use the Internet to 
shop, bank, email friends and stay safe 
online. 

Presentation skills - Tuesdays 6-8pm 7th 
June - 12th July. Learn to prepare, 
produce and perform a presentation using 
MS PowerPoint and public speaking 
techniques - accredited by eDCC. 

Word Processing Course - Thursdays 9:30- 
12 noon, 9th June - 14th July. Create 
great looking letters, reports and other 
documents. 

Digital photography - Thursdays 12:30- 
3pm, 9th June - 23rd June. Learn to take 
digital pictures and transfer them - 
cameras are available to borrow. 

Web design - Thursdays 6-8pm, 9th June - 
14th July. Gain a comprehensive 
introduction to web design using 
Dreamweaver - accredited by eDCC. 
Computer maintenance - Saturdays 1:30- 
3:30, 11th June - 16th July. Learn to deal 
with basic computer maintenance, 
including upgrading and troubleshooting. 


UKdadsposse 


Ukdadsposse was 
founded to feed into 
development work 
around the needs of 
fathers and their 
children, providing a 
wide range of services 
for dads and young 
males. Incorporating 
confidential one-to-one 
support and signposting 
sessions, social 
activities, and 
information on health, 
education, music, arts, 
and life experience, we 
work towards healthy 
independence and 
responsible adulthood. 


The Potential project, 
sponsored by the 
Learning and Skills 
Council with Oxfordshire 
County Council, builds 
on this work with 
specific, measurable 
aims. Based at the 
Kingfisher Centre in 
Blackbird Leys, we look 
at issues and support- 
needs of fathers and 
their children, 


particularly in 
education, with black 
and minority 
communities as a special 
focus of the project. 
We're aiming to attract 
local people and local 
service providers to work 
together in new ways to 
deliver the project's 
aims. 


This is a fragmented 
community and isolation 
is a big problem here - 
much more so than in 
other city and inner-city 
communities I've worked 
in. It hasn't been easy to 
overcome deep-seated 
problems in pulling 
people together across so 
many different social 
and cultural divides. 
We've had to do a lot of 
work just building up 
some trust. 


We've organised social, 
community, arts and 
learning events - a 
community trip to see 
"The Big Life" in 
London, a picnic, a series 
of men's health MOT 
days with the Primary 


Care Trust, film nights, 
media, music and self- 
defence workshops, 
healthy eating events 
and teaching lads to 
cook. We are now 
recruiting paid sessional 
workers from the 
community to set up a 
system of local 
advocates. 

There will be "exchange 
visits" for dads and 
families, a ‘Film Night 
on the Green’, another 
Fathers' Day event, a 
Father-Talk issues-based 
initiative, and more 
Dads, Lads and Lasses 
sessions. 


We want local people to 
come along and get 
involved in ongoing 
social events meeting 
local needs, and we're 
seeking members for our 
steering group. Why not 
come along and get 
involved? 


by Carlton Gabbidon, 
Project Manager, The 
Potential Project 


Brand 


new Youth IT Hub 


Now open-Young people (over 12) wanted 


to help run it 


-If you're into computers ring 


714492 to find out how to join in. 


internet 
j/computer courses 


f video| making 

| Bati op a Ki Seay 
driving theory 
arts software 


word 
family 


games,scanning 


rocessing 
history 


web UT 


New Opportunities Fund 
LOTTERY FUNDED 


Leys Children’s Centre 


The Children's Centre, which operates from 
26, Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, is a 
new project aimed at getting the best 
services for young children and their 
families on the Leys. They provide advice 
and support around many issues that affect 
parents and children such as speech and 
language issues, behaviour and parenting, 
access to nurseries and preschools etc. 
They also support families with childcare 
costs and have a 'small grants fund' which 
groups and organisations in the community 
can access in order to work with families 
and children. 


At a session in the Cowley Centre in 
March, they carried out a survey of the 
needs of local parents and children using a 
questionnaire - they also handed out free 
bags of fruit as a sign of their commitment 
to promoting healthy eating habits for 
children. The questionnaires will be used 
to shape the new childcare places which 
are to be created on the Leys - attached to 
local schools - as part of the project. 


If you have questions or concerns about 
your children, issues that affect families or 
pre-school places available to children then 
please contact us on 779615 or e-mail us at 
childrenscentre@peep.org.uk 


Electronic Bulletin 


There’s a lot going on in 
the estate but 
sometimes not everyone 
gets to hear about it. 
The Leys Linx 
Information Centre is 
now sending out an 
electronic bulletin every 
fortnight or so. To get 
some information out 
about your activity or 
event, contact Jannette 
on 01865 402070 or 
email 
leyslinx@blackbirdleys.com 


If you want to help 
improve communication 
on the estate you might 
want to join the new 
Leys Linx 
Communication Group 
by contacting Phil on 
01865 396392. 


UNLESS YOU'RE VERY 
RICH -WHY PAY EXTRA 
FOR LOANS? 


You could save £100 on a £500 loan if 
you borrowed from your local Credit Union 
instead of a door-to-door loan company like 
the Provi? 


What could you do with that £100? 


We also cash cheques 


- free of charge for members. 
(Some cheques can be cashed immediately, 


some require a short period for clearing.) 


And what about that jar of loose 
coins? 


Bring it to the Credit Union and we'll put it in 
your account You might be surprised how 
much it is. 


Blackbird Leys 
Credit Union 


for Savings, Cheques Cashed, Loans 
Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 718503 
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INITIATIVE 


year we have: 


THE BLAC KBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


What is the CDI? Did you know that over the last 


* Run a three week summer 
project for young people; 
* Run a Christmas holiday project for 
young people; 
* Run regular Friday evening 
sessions at the Youth IT Hub; 


* Organised a weekend residential for 
a group of young people 


wanting to help run the Youth IT Hub; 


* Supported the local authorities in 
taking forward the Leys Linx projects; 


*Helped and advised local 
projects like the Blackbird Leys 
Community Arts Group, the Oxford 
Mobile Creche, the Health Action 
Group and others. 


STOP PRESS! 


The Leys CDI is pleased to announce the appointment of 
a Youth Project Development Manager - Bethan 
Knowles. This new post is funded mainly by the Tudor 
Trust and the Lloyds TSB Foundation. 


New manager, Bethen Knowles 


Bethan has worked in 
Oxford fortwo years and 
has had considerable 
experience of working in 
the voluntary sector. She 
will play a key role in 
advancing the CDI's 
longstanding work to 
develop activities and 
opportunities for young 
people in the Leys, and in 
supporting co-operative 
work with the wide range 
of other providers. 
Bethan will help the 
Trustees to raise the funds 
to deliver the projects for 
which the CDI hasa 


has brought in some 
£75,000 to £100,000 worth 
of funding for youth 
projects in the Leys. 
Bethan will work 
alongside our 
Development Worker, 
Marsha Jackson, to 
consolidate and build on 
our existing work, 
and to develop new 
initiatives in consultation 
with young people. She 
will be working at our 
office in the J ubilee 
Community Centre, Sorel 
Road, and will start work 
end of May/early J une. 
Bethan's office number is 
01865-395927. Marsha 
can be contacted on 
07851680390. 


f ê Saturday 3 
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The CDI is also pleased to 
announce that it has 
received a grant from 
Oxford City Council to 
provide fund-raising 
assistance to local 
voluntary community groups. 


Ta 


ml 

PEON 

OXFORD 
CITY 


COUNCIL 


Groups requiring help with 
making fund-raising applications 
or training sessions should 
contact Penny Wood on 
01865-395927. 


LEYS CDI 


seeks 


Enthusiastic, energetic, 
people to work on four week 
summer youth 
project in August. 


Experience of working 
with young people, or of 
running sports or arts 
activities, desirable 
but not essential. 


For job description, 
person specification and 


These are just some of the activities the CDI 
supports that will be of long term benefit to local 
residents. To find out more, and to give us your 
ideasand support, come to our annual general 
meeting on Thursday 26th May in the 
Clockhouse, Long Ground, at 6.00pm for 6.30pm 
start. Refreshments provided. 


strong track record - CDI 
Summer Projects, 
Christmas, Easter and 
half-term projects - and to 
start new projects. Over 
last five/six years the CDI 


application form ring 
01865-395927. 


Enhanced CRB checks will be required 
for the above post. 


Masha Jackson, Development Worker 


The theme of this 
year's Leys Fair is 
HEALTHY LIVING. 
The Fair is on 
Saturday 10th 
September, 12 noon 
to 5.30pm at 
Blackbird Leys Park & 
Leisure Centre. 


This year's main 
attractions will 
include: 


MUSIC: sounds all 
afternoon from the 
DESTANATION 
SOUND team. 


ALTERNATIVE 
THERAPIES including 
aromatherapy, 
acupuncture, 
massage, yoga, 
holistic healing and 
reflexology. 


WORLD FOODS 
including stalls 
promoting Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian 
foods. 


UNDER 8's AREA: 
free activities 
including children's 
entertainers, 
storytelling, bouncy 
castles and lots of fun 
and games. 


INFLATABLE ZONE: 
including Bungee 
Runs, Gladiator Joust, 
Sumo Wrestling, 
‘Superheroes' 
challenge and plenty 
of Bouncy Castles. 


HEBBORN'S 
FUNFAIR: always 
popular and a great 
range of rides ! 

WILD WASTE SHOW / 
RECYCLING 
INFORMATION 


HEALTHY FOODS: 
displays and free 
tasting including fruit 
smoothies. 


SPORTS ZONE: 
improve your health 
by participating in a 


wide range of free 
activities including 
volleyball, penalty 
shoot-outs and dance. 


BLITZ IT / COMPUTER 
AREA, including a 
'How Healthy are 
You?! quiz. 


COMPETITIONS for 
Leys residents 
including best garden, 
best street, biggest 
sunflower and most 
successful local 
allotment. 


PLUS 0...0. 
COMMUNITY 
STALLS, 
COMMUNITY SAFETY 
MARQUEE, PARISH 
COUNCIL BUCKING 
BRONCO and the 
ever popular GRAND 
DRAW. 


If YOU would like to 
get involved, please 
come along to one of 
the regular planning 


meetings held every 
2nd Thursday of the 
month, 7pm in Leys 
Linx @ the Blackbird 
Leys Youth & 
Community Centre - 
the meetings in the 
run up to the Fair are 
on May 12th, June 
9th, July 14th and 
August 11th - or 
contact Natalie 
Huckin, Leys Fair Co- 
ordinator on 07766 
560620. 


Thanks to Oxford City 
Council, the Healthy 
Living Initiative and 
the Oxford PCT 
(Primary Care Trust) 
for their help. 


Planning meetings: 
May 12th 
June 9th 
July 14th 

August 11th 


At BBL Community 
Centre 


WHAT DO YOU WANT TO SEE 
IN THE MAIN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE HALL? 


The community bar at the Centre has now 
closed and the Main Hall area is to be re- 
developed. 


What do YOU want to see in the vacant area? 
Another community bar? An arts centre? A 
street-sports area? 


You still have a chance to get involved in the 
consultation so please contribute your ideas 
as follows: 


® Come along to the second of two open 
public meetings: 
Thursday May 19th, 7pm at the Centre. 


® Fill out a suggestion sheet available at Leys 
Linx. 


® Talk to your local Councillors - contact Jude 
Skipp on 01865 252414 or email 
jskipp@oxford.gov.uk for further details. 


® Email Leys news on mail@leysnews.co.uk 
Email the City Council via Paul Isaacs, the 


® Centre Manager, pisaacs@oxford.gov.uk 
(01865 401098). 


We look forward to hearing 
your suggestions! 
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Health Matters.... 


After months of discussion and 
speculation, work on the Leys' new Health 
Centre began on March 18th, when 
Andrew Smith MP took part in a ground- 


breaking ceremony on the new site. The 
Centre is being built on a site at Dunnock 
Way, by the Spar shop in Greater Leys. 


The new centre is being built over the next nine months, and is 
estimated to cost £3.3 million. The 1,500m2 health centre and 
combined social care facilities will serve Greater Leys and Blackbird 
Leys. It is being built as part of a partnership between organisations 
from the public and private sectors. The local health economy (led by 
+| Oxford City Primary Care Trust), the city and county councils, Infracare 
_| (South West) Limited and the Department of Health has established a 
joint venture company called Oxford Infracare LIFT Limited to invest 
in, develop and deliver improved healthcare and community facilities 
in the city. 


Michael Lawrence, Oxford City Council's Strategic Director for 
Housing, Health and Community, said: "The Dunnock Way 
development is taking place on land owned by the City Council and 
demonstrates what can be achieved by working together with the 
Primary Care Trust under the LIFT initiative. Consultation at the South 
East Area Committee has helped shape the scheme to ensure it meets 
the current and future needs of the community in Blackbird Leys." 


These are artist’s impressions of how the new centre will look. Thanks to Oxford Infracare 
LIFT Ltd for letting us use them. 


The fact that this facility has been built for use by residents right across 
the Leys is seen as an important development. Nick Georgiou, Chair of 
Strategic Partnering Board - the team who helped set up the LIFT Project 
- said, "The new centre is particularly important because it straddles the 
two communities. Better resources will enable us to provide better 
services which are appropriate to the local community." 


The building will house the GP practice currently situated on Blackbird 
Leys Road, along with other health and community facilities including a 
pharmacy, dental surgery and advice and counselling services. It will 
provide larger premises for GPs along with facilities for extended 
community nursing services. There will also be space available for 
general community purposes. It is hoped that there will be a community 
nursery situated in the complex, but negotiations are still under way. 


Ken Giles, Chairman of Oxford Infracare LIFT Ltd, said, "This means an 
enormous amount to Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys residents, a 
wonderful new centre with all the new facilities that will be on offer." 


The scheme at Dunnock Way is one of two LIFT developments about to 
get underway - a larger £13.2m health centre is also to be built in Manzil 
Way, East Oxford. 


The new Health Centre expected to open January 2006, so keep an eye 
out for developments. 


Frankie Brown, Practice Nurse at the Blackbird Leys Health Centre, 
says that the staff there are excited about the change. 


| “One of the key opportunities for the new Health Centre is that it 
‘| can become a bigger and more effective version of the current one. 
| By having all the services together - doctors, nurses, dental surgeries 
and a pharmacy - we can build better links which will benefit the 
patients.” 


It's important to encourage a preventative health service to support 
people to stay well rather than just coming in when they are ill. The 
new building was designed with this specific community in mind and 
I hope that it will also serve to link up the old and new communities 
on the Leys. We're all very excited!" 


Picture: Frankie outside the current Health Centre 
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New Mental Health 
Information Line 


Oxfordshire Mental 
Health Matters and 
Oxfordshire Mind 
launched a new 
Mental Health 
Information Line on 
the first of March this 
year. This service 
offers free, 
confidential, 
independent, 
information and 
advice to anyone 
affected by mental 
health issues. As well 
as people in distress, 
this group includes 
families, carers, 
students and 
professionals. Mental 
health problems can 
affect anyone at any 
time in their lives and 
we are here to help 
people explore their 
options and find out 
about services that 
can help meet their 
needs. 


We provide a 
comprehensive range 


of information in the 
form of leaflets, books, 
articles and internet 
resources. All our 
workers have access 
to our extensive 
database of local and 
national organisations 
and support groups. 


Contact details for the 
Oxfordshire Mental 
Health Information 
Line: 

Telephone: 01865 
247788 


Hours: 9.30am to 
4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (Except Bank 
Holidays) 


The Oxfordshire 
Mental Health 
Matters Information 
Service is still open to 
visitors between 
1:00pm and 4:30pm 
from Tuesday to 
Friday at 19 Paradise 
Street. We have a 
wealth of resources on 
mental health issues, 
support groups, 
education and local 


training 
opportunities. 


The service is 
delivered by a team of 
paid staff and trained 
volunteers. The team 
includes two specialist 
Information Co- 
ordinators, one with a 
focus on black and 
minority ethnic 
communities and one 
with expertise on 
rural communities. 
Our aim is to reach 
out to members of the 
community who need 
services, but may be 
unaware of them or 
unable to access them. 
Information is offered 
in other languages 
(please call to find out 
when linguists are 
available). 


Email: info@oxford- 
mentalhealth.org 
Address: 19 Paradise 
Street, Oxford OX1 
1LD 


Web site: www.oxford- 
mentalhealth.org 


Keeping fit is an important part 
of staying healthy. There are 
loads of services on the Leys, 
including the Leisure Centre and 
swimming pool, and a range of 
fitness classes. 


Swimming times at Blackbird Leys Pool: 
Mondays, 11.30 - 12.30pm:60+ 
swimming 

Tuesdays & Fridays, 12-1pm: Water 
Workout. 

Wednesdays, 12 - 1pm: 50+ swimming. 
Thursdays 12 -1pm: 

Duckings (Parent & toddler classes). 

Info: Ox 467042 

Examples of other classes include: 


Girls Street Dance at BBL Leisure Centre. 


Tuesdays, 4.45 - 5.45pm, 13yrs-16yrs 
Wednesdays, 4.45 - 5.45pm, 8yrs -12yrs 
Classes cost 50p. 


Girls Aerobics at BBL Leisure Centre. 
Tuesdays, 6 -7pm, 14 -18 years 
Classes cost 50p. 


Leys Youth Football Club. 

BBL Leisure Centre on Fridays. 

Boys: School Years 3 to 6: 4pm - 5pm. 
School Yrs 7 to 8: 5 - 6pm. 

School Yrs 9 to 11: 6 - 7pm. 

Girls: (8yrs to 16yrs): 7 - 8pm 

Cost; 50p. 
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< Keep Fit! 
Self Defence! 
Self Discipline! "4 


Class For All Standards. 
Beginners Always Welcome. 
First Week of Training Free! 
(The Barn, Nightingale Ave) 

_ For Info Call: 
07970 234349 
: E-mail: — , ; 
member@kelvin2808.wanadoo.co.uk 


The East Oxford Healthy Living Initiative 
(HLI) supports a range of projects on the 
Leys all aimed at helping you have a 
healthier life. As well as lunch clubs and 
projects teaching children about healthy 
foods, they also support community 
kitchens and programmes run by other 
organisations. They are planning a look at 
food availablity on the Leys, and 
supporting the setting up of a wholefood 
co-op (see below) Watch out for more 
exciting initiatives! 


A Wholefood Co-op for Blackbird Leys 


Local people are planning to set up a bulk-buying Wholefood Co-operative. Its first home will be at The Barn Kitchen in Blackbird Leys. 
Come to find out more about setting up a Wholefood Co-op, bring your positive energy, skills & ideas. 
Come and find out more about feeding you and your household by cooking with safe, wholesome food and products which are cost effective, healthier and planet-friendly. 
Save money, time, energy: avoid supermarket queues/parking/waste: Enjoy better quality food. 
For more information, please call Tanya Prescott on 07786 241105 or Ines on 749596. 
With the support of East Oxford Healthy Living Initiative & Ealing Family Housing Association 


excellen valve, Choice 
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for sport, leisure and ice 


Ferry Sports Centre will be re-opening early 2005 after 
major refurbishment and development. 
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... Poetry Corner... 


Gillian's Park: A Pain in the Grass 


If you go down to Gillian's Park 

Are you in for a big surprise? 

Will your kids find an exciting adventure space 
With a brand new, gleaming slide? 


Will the park be drained 

So it doesn't flood when it rains? 

Will new trees and flowers be planted? 

And when will we get to enjoy a decent park 
That others can take for granted? 


So when your kids play football in the park 

They'd better take care when they pass 

Because the dog poo, the litter and stones on the pitch 
Might give them a pain in the grass. 


By Tanya Prescott 
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As we come to the end 
of spring and touch on 
what we hope will be 
the warm rays of a great summer, it seems 
an appropriate time to celebrate. 


It was once quoted that people come into 
your life for a season, a reason or a 
lifetime. 


It is hard to know sometimes why people 
come into your life and whether they are 
going to be friend, advocate or a pain in the 
glutinous maximus, to be polite! | was 
talking to a student about social trends and 
| was trying to explain that there are a 
number of factors that drive social trends. 
For instance, sex: you fancy someone or 
they fancy you. Need; wanting to be 
needed or needing to be wanted. Music 
trends; being into the same music or the 
same music culture, etc. But is it not a 
time now to try and move away from social 
trends or any other driving factors that 
make you look too closely as to why you 
choose to like somebody and not like 
another. And to broaden our outlook and 
start by saying "I like this person; until | 
have a reason not to"? 


We are taught from an early age not to take 
chances and not to celebrate the 
individual. For example, "Don't climb that 
ree, sonny, you will fall", "Be careful doing 
hat handstand, Sally, you will hurt 
yourself!" and as for school, when it comes 
o being an individual, it is totally not 
accepted, no matter what the school says. 
Thereby all these comments predict 
failure, even when it hasn't yet happened. 
And as for the celebration of life - 
hhhmmmm. 


A friend of mine says we can't operate 
from this stance as we so often get our 
fingers burnt. | for one, challenge myself 


In My View is a column based on my thoughts and observations 
and not that of Leys News or any other organisation. 


BRO 
LIFE 


ING and others between this 
publication and the next to 
go out and talk to 10 people 
who we don't know and where possible 
who have nothing that would 
instantaneously link or draw them with 
ourselves. Therefore, these people should 
be given the opportunity to come into your 
life for a reason, which | have given you, or 
hopefully, for a season or a lifetime. 


| challenge all of us to celebrate life 
alongside the first challenge and it seem 
appropriate at the start of the new summer 
season to set ourselves some other 
challenges. | am suggesting trying some 
of the following; going to a sporting event, 
going to a concert or theatre, going to a 
pub or club you have never visited, learning 
a new skill or passing on your skills to 
others or taking up a sport you have never 
tried before and visiting a village or town 
you have never been to before. And for all 
those of you who are brave enough to take 
up these challenges, | will give £50 to 
charity if | do not do all of them myself. | 
will let you know of my achievements in 
the next issue, but presently | stand here 
with my £50 in my hand, trembling, not 
with fear, but anticipation. 


By embracing new challenges | am 
practising what | preach. We all have a 
tendency to treat new situations and new 
people with suspicion and this in turn 
restricts us from leading more fulfilling 
lives. If we can all encapsulate the 
opportunity to learn something new, then 
this is the basis for a more balanced 
society. We are all frightened of rejection 
and failure and instead of putting up 
barriers to prevent this from hurting us 
again, we should treat this a learning 
experience and allow this to help us move 
forward. 


Thought for this issue: 
Time spent With oneself is never wasted 


Want to submit a poem or a view? Want to comment on anything you have read in this edition of the Leys News? 
Then get in touch with us on 01865 711756 or email leysnews@hotmail.com 


Neighbourhood Working 
Project 


Oxford City Council is running a pilot scheme in The Leys, starting in June 2005, which 
aims to get the Council and local community working together to make a real 
difference. The idea is to bring together the major agencies which are working on the 
Leys - initially the different departments of the City Council such as Parks and Leisure 
and Housing, then with health services, the police, resident/local groups and other key 
organisations - to work more closely. 


The project, based on the Council's commitments and some initial consultation work, 
will try to get organisations together to ensure that projects on the Leys are not 
duplicated, and can run as successfully as possible. During this pilot phase there is a 
commitment to encourage resident participation, and a range of opportunities for 
people to get involved. As part of the Council's commitment to the pilot, we are going 
to carry out work to improve the look of your area and make your environment a nicer 
place. 


The first phase of the pilot will start in June and will then run (alongside reviews and 
consultation) until January 2006. If the project is successful, it will be rolled out slowly 
across the rest of the city, using the work started on the Leys as a model. 


It is hoped that within a year all the different groups and organisations that work within 
the Leys will work together to deliver the best service to the people who live and work 
there. The Council plans to publish their commitments around the pilot area, so you 
will be able to see straight away if they are delivering what they promised. There will 
also be contact numbers so you can get in touch about areas where you think they are 
getting it wrong, and they can react straight away to put it right. 


There will be opportunities for everyone of any age to play a part, in groups or as 
individuals with lots of schemes and projects planned throughout the Leys during the 
pilot. More details will be available nearer the time. 


If you would like to get involved or have any questions contact Kate Stratford on 01865 
252 957. 
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Get Growing! 


The Leys Health Action Group met on 24th March to find exciting 
ways of developing allotment use in the Leys. 


Having an allotment is one of the healthiest things you can do: it helps 
you get fit without having to go to a gym, grow delicious and 
nutritious fresh food at a fraction of the shop cost, de-stress and relax 
whilst spending time outdoors and learning new skills. There are 
allotments available both at the Kestrel Crescent and Sorrel Road sites 


Green Fin 


By Stuart Mabbutt 


easy, AS lon 


as you work 
against natu ; 


Image courtesy of barrysclipart.com 


Gandening is 
not 


with, an 


and it only costs £15 yearly for a plot (300 sq.ft). Don't be put off if 
you've never gardened before - it's possible to get smaller plots and 
plenty of help and advice from the Allotment Society whilst you're 
starting out. Allotments can be great for everyone, regardless of age 


or experience. 


Local schools are also getting involved. Peers School has a teaching 
plot with collective and individual areas for young people to learn 
about growing food. They're planning to cook fantastic meals with 
their produce and to sell surplus. Windale and Pegasus primary 
schools are also keen to get growing! They need lots of adult support 
- help to prepare plots, establish crops, weed and water especially 
during school holidays - so if you are a parent, grandparent, carer with 
some time, please volunteer to give a hand. 


We're also hoping to reclaim an overgrown area of old tree nursery at 
the edge of the Kestrel Crescent allotments and transform it into a 
beautiful wildlife area and picnic site. 


Another promising idea is the creation of a Senior Gardening club for 
those with a lifetime's experience of gardening (and any interested 
late-comers) to get together to share tips and provide an invaluable 
advice resource for schools and learner gardeners. 


If you would like to contact us with any ideas or want to get involved: 
Jackie Wilderspin & Chloe Borton, Oxford City PCT tel. Oxford 226787 
Chloe.Borton@oxfordcity-pct.nhs.uk or 

Jackie. wilderspin@oxfordcity-pct.nhs.uk 


... Parish Council News... 


The Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council held their Annual 
Parish Meeting on 5th 
April 2005, and reflected 
on a year of tackling a 
range of issues which are 
day-to-day problems for 
many Leys residents. 


The year has seen many 

successes: 

® Supporting specific 
projects around safety 
and environmental 
issues such as putting 
up more lights on the 
estate, gating off 
alleyways where 
antisocial behaviour 
takes place, and projects 
which minimise noise 
and pollution. 

® Giving generous grants 
to the Pathways 
Workshop to help with 
running costs and 
ensure it stays open; 
and to the pre-school in 
Moorbank for CCTV to 
tackle vandalism. 

@ Representing the Leys at 
South East Area 
Committee meetings - 
despite some seeming 
reluctance to take note 
of these. 

®@ Supporting schemes 
such as the allotments 


on the Leys (see above 

for more information on 

he allotments) 

®@ Working with other 

organisations such as 

he police and wardens 

on key environmental 
issues such as fly-tipping 
and graffiti. 

@ Liaising with the police 
around contentious 
issues including the 
riding of pod/mini-bikes 
on the streets. 


The Parish Council have 
also supported the Leys 
Fair, and, as well as having 
more information about 
some of the issues above 
and the work of the Parish 
Council more generally, 
have provided a Bucking 
Bronco. This proved so 
popular that it will make a 
return at the 2005 Leys 
Fair, so make sure you 
have a go! 


f you are interested in 
inding out more about the 
work of the Parish Council, 
or about getting involved, 
then make time to visit 
them at the Leys Fair. 


Get involved 


There are currently nine 
Parish Councillors on 
Blackbird Leys, meaning 
that there are five 
vacancies. The Parish is 
split into two wards along 
the same lines as your City 
Council, with seven 
members for Blackbird 
Leys and seven members 
for Northfield Brook. 


If you want to become a 
Parish Councillor or would 
like details contact the 
Parish office 01865 734346 
and leave your details or 
you can come to the 
meetings to see what's 
involved. These meetings 
are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 
he Linx Shop Front in 
Blackbird Leys road. 
Starting at 7.30pm and 
usually last for two hours. 


If you feel that there is 
something that you can 
offer come along and join 
in the meetings which are 
open to the public. Your 
views are needed to make 
sure that the Parish 
functions for the whole of 
the estate. 


Here we are again, for the third article 
running, closely focusing on the fascinating 
subject of companion planting. It's likely a 
few more articles yet will be used to cover 
other aspects of this subject. 


But it is so simple, and potentially cheap 
that it's something that should appeal to 
most gardeners. This time we will look at 
the idea that: 


Some Plants Help Others 
Directly. 


The most obvious way this happens is 
when plants protect others from the worst 
winds and the strongest sun. 


Most people have heard of 
'Windbreaks', which is a brilliant 
way of deflecting wind direction. 
With larger plants located in 
strategic positions, the results 
can be very effective. You'll be 
amazed how much extra heat 
you can keep in a garden which 
isn't dominated by wind. You 
will also notice that moisture 
evaporation is significantly 
reduced when excessive winds are absent. 


Keeping areas protected against wind will 
also provide better habitat for pollinators 
and predators. You can even increase how 
long they are active, because if sheltered, 
they will emerge in the spring much earlier. 
So obviously they will have a head start 
with helping the overall health of your 
plants. 


Don't go overboard with shelter though. 
Having the air too still is just as unhealthy, 
and you may make things too dark if you 
have too much vegetation. Even worse, 
you may cause your garden to become a 
frost pocket if it is too sheltered in winter. 


Shade-loving plants, together with freshly 
transplanted plants and seedlings, not only 
need sheltering from the wind, but from 
the intense sun as well, so as to protect 
them from drying out. 


Most plants like lots of sun, but if you do 
have something sun sensitive, you should 
endeavour to grow something taller next to 
it which will provide the required shade. 


Plants like Clematis need their branches to 
be in full sun, yet need moist and shady 
roots. By using dense and leafy 
groundcover plants around their roots will 
provide the perfect conditions, as long as 
the above ground growth is in full sun. 


Sweet corn or sunflowers not only provide 
protection from the sun and wind, they 
provide natural supports for melons and 
peas. Robust trees and shrubs can also 
provide a framework for climbers like 
roses, wisteria and passionflowers. But if 
the climber is too dominant, they may over 
run their host plant. 


Crop rotation is also a well-known aspect 
of companion planting. During a plant’s 
life, it sets down huge volumes of roots. 
When it dies or has been removed, the 
roots rot away leaving small tunnels 
underground, often filled with nutrients. 
Some plants love and are well suited to 
access these second-hand nutrients, and 
have a better ability to avoid diseases than 
similar plants planted in the 
same place. This is the 
fundamental concept of crop 
rotation. 


Most plants constantly put 
nutrients back into the soil via 
their root secretions. Plants 
such as legumes (beans etc) 
are well known for doing this, 
as they leave nitrogen behind 
in the soil via the nodules on 
their roots. This is ideal for growing 
brassica (cabbages etc) as a following 
crop, because nitrogen promotes healthy 
leaf growth. 


Plants like barley excrete potassium as 
they mature and the unwanted nutrients 
are forced into the leaves, which are 
dropped at the point of ripening. 


But keep in mind that most plants are in 
direct competition with one another, so 
some excretions can deter other plants and 
pests too. Keep an eye on your crop 
rotation, because if you get it right it will 
work wonders. Get it wrong and you could 
face a crop failure. 


A good 3-year rotational cycle is adequate 
for most healthy land. With root crops 
grown in year one, followed by legumes 
and the brassica in years two and three 
respectively. 


Above all, the best companion any garden 
can have is a good, caring and observant 
gardener. Just like you! 


Good gardening! 
Stuart Mabbutt 


For a one-off maintenance visit to remove 
the shroud of winter from your garden so 
you can enjoy the emerging flowers and 
bulbs. Phone Stuart Mabbutt on 01865 
747243. 


Celebrating Good Gardening 
Oxford City Council in conjunction with the Oxford Mail will be running several 
gardening competitions over this summer. The categories are: Largest 
Sunflower (grown by someone under 10 years old / by someone up to 18 years 
old); Best Kept Front Garden; Best Kept Lawn; and Best Container. Mystery 


"judges" will be going round looking at your gardens, and the winners will be 
announced at Leys Fair on September 10th. Prizes for the winners have been 
donated by Oxford City Council, local stores and the Oxford Mail - look out for 
the posters around The Leys or call your local housing office on 467222. 
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BROOKES Aimhigher... 


Milton Keynes Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 


UNIVERSITY 


Leys Learning Network 


The Leys Learning Network 
brings together local residents 
and organisations with a 
common interest in learning, at 
whatever age. 


One Minute Movies for under 
18s: a chance to make short 
stylish digital videos. Running in 
the last week of July (1st week 
of summer holiday). 


Video & Dance Link up with 
Oxford Brookes Summer 
University: two free courses 
running for one week in August 
(8th - 12th) for 16 to 25 year 
olds. The courses are jazz 
dance (up to 20 people) and 
digital video (up to 10). 


GLOW - a short project to 
celebrate things that inspire us 
and the wealth of talent on the 
Leys, whether through music, 
video, writing, art, photos or 
reading poetry. If you would like 
to contribute something or 
develop your talent, we'd like to 
hear from you. We are looking 
for people to help us put 
together an interactive CD and 
several pages in Leys News. 


Teaching Assistants - as part of 
GLOW we are talking to estate 
schools about running a six 
week workshop in the summer 
term, during school hours. So if 
you live locally and work as a TA 


in a local school and would like 
the chance to improve your 
computer skills and do some 
fun, creative activities, please 
get in touch. 


Creative Writing workshops - as 
part of GLOW and with the 
ABLE Learning Centre we are 
going to be running some 
sessions in the Leisure Centre in 
May and June. Nothing too 
demanding - so come along and 
share your Ideas, inspiration and 
enjoyment. We will be providing 
food and on-site childcare. 
Dates haven't been fixed as yet 
but will be by the time you read 
this, so please get in touch. 


Leys Jam - just to remind you of 
the open sessions at the 
Recording Studio on Monday 
evenings (6.30 - 9.30pm), which 
are geared towards producing a 
Leys Music CD by the end of 
2005. There are also 
opportunities to produce and cut 
your own vinyl masterpiece. 

Call Dave on 07815 289 742. 


What do you think? 


Officially the Leys has very low 
levels of educational 
achievement and is an area of 
concern, whether to schools or 
adult learning. But we know 
that there are loads of intelligent 
and talented people living here, 
even if they don't have pieces of 
paper to prove it. 


We are interested in knowing 
what you think about learning 
and education. Is it of any 
value? When governments talk 
about half of all young people 
going to university, does that 
mean anything here? Do you 
really believe that having an 
education and getting 
qualifications means a better 
life? 


If you are interested in joining 
informal discussions on these 
issues, we will be glad to 
involve you and are going to be 
organising some get-togethers 
in May and June. 


Thursday 26th May 9.30 - 1.30; 
an open workshop at the 
Leisure Centre on effective 
outreach. Continuing to look at 
two ideas: 1) An outreach bus 
to go round the estate, with 
activities for youth, information 
and consultation services. 2) A 
network of local community 
learning representatives, who 
are into learning and creativity 
and don't mind acting as a two- 
way channel for info and ideas 
for their immediate neighbours, 
friends and families. 


If you want to find out more or 


leaving a message at Leys Linx, 
at Leys News, calling or text 
0797 9733848 or e-mailing 
j.barlow@ictcentre.org.uk 


get Involved in any of the above 
please get hold of Jim, either by 


School's in for the summer 


Would you like to try out university life for free before 
deciding whether it's for you? 


At Oxford Brookes, we know that starting university can 
be a big step for many people. That's why we organise a 
free residential summer school to give you a taste of 
what it would be like. 


For three days and two nights you'll live on Headington 
Campus. Just like a real student, you'll sleep in halls of 
residence, eat university food, study university subjects, 
meet current undergraduates and enjoy a packed social 
programme. 


During the day you'll be working on group projects - 
deciding on the best way to save an island from a 
disaster or to design a town. In the evenings we'll have 
bowling and club nights. 


So why not come along! It's a great chance to make new 
friends, learn about some of the subjects on offer and 
experience university life first hand. 


This year's summer school runs from 25 - 27 July and is 
open to local state school Year 10 pupils. There are 60 
places available so make sure you apply early to avoid 
disappointment (priority will be given to those with no 
family history of higher education). Remember, it's totally 
free. 


Interested? You can apply on your own or through your 
school. For more information, please contact Mariangela 
Balchin, our Summer Schools Coordinator, on 01865 
484857 or email her at mbalchin@brookes.ac.uk 


Divorced, struggling ona 
sales assistant's wage and 
expecting her third child, 
Trudy knew she needed to} 
make some changes. She} 
was determined to learn 
new skills and an IT 
course for women ona 
low income proved to be 


the turning point. 


Free computer training at our 
IT Outreach Centres at: 
Banbury, Oxford, Kidlington 
& Bicester 


Free English & Maths classes 
at College 


Free Summer School for 
English and Maths with IT 


Free “Moving On” short 
course to help you sample 
subjects 


Free ESOL Summer School 


for refugees and asylum 
seekers 


For Details Please ring 


Training for Free with Oxford & Cherwell College 


Oxford& 
Cherwell 
college 


www.oxford-cherwell.ac.uk 


Trudy followed her IT 
training with an Access 
course where she 
developed the study skills 
and confidence to eventually take up a part time degree. It 
was on the Access course that Trudy discovered how to 
overcome her specific learning difficulties (dyslexia) and 
was helped to gain good grades in GCSE Maths and 
English. In 2002 Trudy graduated with an honours degree 
in Business with IT from Oxford Brookes University. 


As the first person in her family to experience university it 
is fitting that Trudy now works to promote the benefits of 
continued learning. Aimhigher seeks to encourage school 
pupils and adults who have the potential to benefit from 
higher education but who may not yet see it as relevant to 
them. 


We are delighted to present the Access course taster this 
summer along with Adult and Community Learning in 
Oxfordshire - see above for details. For further information 
telephone Trudy on 01865 484858 or email 
t.ing@aimhighermkob.ac.uk See also 
www.aimhigher.ac.uk 


"| knew | needed to make changes in my life ... learning 
new skills proved to be key." 
by Trudy Ing, Aimhigher Officer 


Tel: 01865 711756 


The Leys Looking After 
Yourself Project lead on 
a County-wide 'Domestic 
Violence in Education’ 
Conference. 


The Leys Looking After 
Yourself Project held a 
successful Domestic 
Violence Education 
Conference on Wednesday 
2nd March. The conference 
was attended by over 30 
people; these included a 
good mix of educational 
Staff, head teachers, health 
workers, family centres, 
youth workers and other 
interested groups. 


The conference was held at 
the Magdalen Centre at 
Oxford Science Park and 
the day began with an 
interesting and thought 
provoking talk by Cecilia 
Cappel, the Domestic 
Violence Education Co- 
ordinator in the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets. 
Tower Hamlets has 
successfully introduced 
training in domestic violence 
into schools for both 
teachers and pupils. She 
emphasised the importance 
of this training for the 
development of a child who 
may have been exposed to 
domestic violence. Being 


2 GREAT OFFERS! 


Looking after yourself 


aware of domestic violence 
and the support channels 
available can have a huge 
impact on the child/young 
person and can have a 
knock-on effect on their 
behaviour at school and in 
general, reduce truancy and 
Improve social skills. 


This was followed by an 
informative short talk on 
Protective Behaviours' by 
Penny Bassett. Protective 
Behaviours is a method of 
teaching children how to 
keep themselves safe. This 
training emphasises on good 
and bad feelings and 
teaching children to use 
these feelings to allow them 
to make decisions about 
their safety. The event was 
fully participatory with the 


Oxford Stadium 


...eXcitement guaranteed! 


Address 


Past code 


Emall address 


Leys Community Facilitators 
Group leading the 
workshops. Attendees were 
Split into groups to work 
together to identify obstacles 
and solutions to introducing 
domestic violence education 
into schools. 


The workshops produced 
some very interesting results 
and The Looking After 
Yourself Project is now 
working on a conference 
report and evaluation. The 
project is also looking at 
funding to hold a follow-up 
event later in the year, which 
will include training and look 
at the progress this work 
has taken since this 
conference. 


AT OXEORD STADIU 


RACING EVERY ¢ TUESDAY ¢ FRIDAY « SATURDAY 


Just present this voucher at the turnstiles on any race night during 
for free admission for 2 persons, a free racecard & a free drink!! Doors open 6.30pm 


O370 340 32903) 


www.oxfordstadium.co.uk 
Oxford Stadium ° Sandy Lane ° Cowley * Oxford OX4 6L) 


Blackbird Leys Community Safety Day | 


May 2005 @ 


The third annual Blackbird Leys Community Safety = 74 


Day was held on Friday 25th 
Community Centre. Funded 


Communities Partnership and supported by Ealing 
Family and Oxford Citizens Housing Association, 
the day was attended by a range of organisations 
promoting safety in the home and the community. 
The event was a huge success, with residents 
having the opportunity to talk to local groups as 
well as larger organisations such as the 
environmental health department. The big red fire 
engine parked outside the Barn was also a very 
popular attraction for the younger members of the 


community. 


February in the Barn 
by the Oxford Safer 


This is a detail of one of the 
photos printed somewhere 
in this edition of the Leys 
News. Tell us which page 
the full picture is on and 
you could win a copy of 
“One More Tale” by Chuma 


Nwokolo Jr, which tells the P 


story of a dying matriach, 

whose last wish is to attend 
her own wake. In her niche 
of the world, this translates 
into a story and songfest.... 


ANSWER Grannarnir 


And the winner is... 


Congratulations to Michael Harris of Sparrow Way, who won £10 in March’s 
competition; and Mrs R Fernandes of Trefoil Place, who won a computer game. 
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WHAT YOU GET 


We PUNT 


Aomission 
KalcelGro’ 


Bottle of Carlsberg or 
G Bottle of J20 


SPECIAL WEB ONLY OFFER! 


TER 


ODDS 


OXFORD STADIUM 


Inclusive 


Inclusive 


Inclusive 


£2 Bet 


Inclusive 


Bottle of Carlsberg or 
G Bottle of J20 


inclusive 


x 


inclusive 


The punter is an online offer only 
Pase visit www.oxfordstadium.co.uk 


ARK 


Racing every: Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 
ist race 7.30pm 


Please call 0870 840 8903. Visit our website at www.oxfordstadium.co.uk Y 
GRA Ltd, Oxford Greyhound Stadium, Sandy Lane, Cowley, Oxford OX4 6LJ. 
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The 2005 Carnival is 
almost here again, and is 
expected to be bigger and 
better than before 
attracting over 15,000 
members of the public to 
enjoy the spectacle of a 
1,000 strong Carnival 
procession, street theatre 
and a wide variety of 
entertainment on 20 
different sites. The 
Cowley Road is closed to 
traffic again which will 
make the event the 
biggest street party of the 
year. 


Blackbird Leys is well 
represented, with a repeat 
of the Bashment stage by 
the Hobgoblin pub on 
Bullingdon Road hosted 
by some of the Leys' finest 
DJs. In addition, Street 
Level has a site at the 
bottom of Southfield Road; 
African Roots are playing 
in on the main stage 12-1 
as well as between live 
acts; and the Arawak crew 
plus others are on Princes 
Street by the East Oxford 
Community Centre all 
day. There will also be 
appearances by the 
London Community 
Gospel Choir, the Jhaipur 
Kawa Brass Band, 
Ministry of Dhol and 
Oxford's Dubwiser. 


In response to residents' 
comments in 2004, we 
have this year closed 
Divinity Road and 
Southfield Road to traffic 
between the hours of 8am 
and 10pm in addition to 
the other road closures, so 
these will be for access 
only for residents. As 
with last year, Carnival is 
asking for your support in 
traveling to the event 
without a car - we will not 
be able to get permission 
for the road closure in the 
future if the area is grid- 
locked with traffic and the 
emergency vehicles are 
unable to travel freely. 


Carnival is much more 
than one great day on 
Sunday June 12th. 


Over months of 
preparations, Carnival 
works with local groups 
and individuals building 
skills, knowledge and 
confidence as they prepare 
their procession costumes 
or performances. In this 
way, Carnival provides a 
real focus for 
strengthening the 
community and a sense of 
pride in what it can 
achieve. The theme for 
this year's Carnival, is 
‘earth’, and will be 
interpreted by the many 
groups involved in the 
procession. 


This year for the first time 


Pegasus school and 
Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre are 
both hosting workshops so 
watch out for more 
information about how to 
take part. 


Additionally, we always 
need your help to make 
the event a success - can 
you help us in any way? 
Put a poster in your 
window; lend a hand with 
leafleting or shaking a 
tin? Know a man with a 
van? For more 
information, phone 
200780. 


"People are enjoying 
themselves together, not 
having to debate or 
explain where they come 
from. Every culture 
understands fun. You're 
just experiencing 
something that's beyond 
words. I dance with people 
from everywhere and 
through Carnival and 
music get talking to 
them." Beatriz 
Guimaraes, member of Sol 
Samba. 


The Cowley Road Carnival is 
very grateful for the support 
of East Oxford Action, Oxford 
Inspires and the Urban 
Cultural Fund, Arts Council 
England, Oxford Swindon 
Gloucester Co-op, Oxford City 
Council and Awards for All, 
plus all the time and support 
given by volunteers. 


Blackbird Leys Easter Family Festival 


Saturday 19th March was not only the first 
warm and sunny day of the year but it was 
also the day of the Blackbird Leys Easter 
Family Festival. Organised by three local 
churches, the afternoon offered a host of 
activities including a barbeque, bouncy 
castles, a wind tunnel, face painting, 
dancing, tug-of-war, 5-a-side football, rugby 
coaching with an international player, 
karaoke, peg doll making and kids' 
carpentry. The weather, the fun 
atmosphere and the fact that absolutely 
everything was free (including the burgers) 
made for a fun-packed afternoon. The 


Richard Colbrook, one of the coordinators 
of the festival said, "It's been a fantastic 
afternoon. As a dad I'm aware that events 
like this can be costly for parents but 
everything has been free so parents and 
kids have been able to stay all afternoon 
and not worry about the money. We're very 
grateful to those who have supported and 
sponsored the event - the Ealing Family 
Housing Association, Pills the Butchers in 
Balfour Road, the Leys Youth Programme, 
Pegasus School, Fusion, the local pastorate 
group from St Aldate's church and the 
three local churches. We've been asked 
throughout the festival why the churches 
are doing this. It's because we want to 


INTERESTED IN WORKING 
WITH CHILDREN? 


SPECIAL EVENT IN THE LEYS TO HELP YOU GET STARTED 


The Barn, Nightingale Avenue 
Tuesday 14th June 2005 


10am-1pm - information session with people 
who work in childcare: 
an introduction to training and types of work 


1pm-3pm - drop in for one to one advice on training 
opportunities and jobs available 


Also, information and advice available at our stall at Cowley 
Shopping Centre all day on Monday 16th May 


child 
minding 


teaching 
assistants 


For more information ring Annette on the 
childcare recruitment helpline - 08452 262636 
(local rate call) - or just turn up on the day 


The Church of the Holy Family 


At 10.00 am, every Sunday, there is a 
Eucharistic service. The needs of 
children are also catered for by our 


Children's Church. 


At 6.30 pm we have Time Out -a 
short, reflective act of worship in a 
variety of different styles. If it is hard 


The Leys Community Church 


for you to attend morning worship, 
Time Out may be just for you! 


On Tuesdays at 9.00 am we have short 
morning prayers for anyone to attend. 
On Wednesdays we have prayers for 
the community of Blackbird Leys at 
1.00 pm. 


from the Bible. We seek to include 


The Leys Community Church is a lively 
family church. We believe people are everyone in the life of the church. If 
important and that Jesus can make a you'd like to come along please feel 
real difference to our daily lives. free. 

Our Sunday afternoon services, 
which include special activities for 
children, are held in the upstairs bar at 
the Leisure Centre on Pegasus Road 
and start at 3.30pm. 

Services are informal and relaxed, 
with lively music and practical talks 


event was hosted by the Church of the continue to be part of building a great 
Holy Family, the Sacred Heart Church and community on the Leys - we simply wanted 
the Leys Community Church along with a the afternoon to be fun for everyone who 
Christian charity called 'Fusion - Youth and came along. We're hoping that the festival 
Community! which specialises in such will be the first of a number of community 
festivals. Over 500 people came along to events we host together as churches on 
Pegasus School to enjoy the festival. the Leys." 


If you would like to come along but 
need help with transport or would just 
like some more information then 
please phone Richard and Kate on 
(01865) 714153. 


Sacred Heart Catholic Church 


Serving Blackbird Leys, Greater Leys, June 3rd Feast of the Sacred Heart: 


Garsington & Cuddesdon. Mass 9 a.m. 

Church open for prayer during the day 
Priest-in-charge: Fr. David Hartley. Mass 7 p.m. 
Tel 01865 779658. 

June 12th 


First Holy Communion Sunday 
May 5th Ascension Thursday 
Masses at9a.mand7p.m 


June 18th Summer Fayre 


Picture: Enjoying the face p 
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... What's on weekly... 


The Leys Linx Information Centre 


Community Action Development Project 

The Community Action Development Project (CAD) at 49 Barns Road, is bristling with 
activities just now. There is a drop-in session for informal and confidential advice on 
drugs and alcohol-related issues every Tuesday and Friday at 1-3pm with alternative 
therapy sessions offered every session. CAD empowers the community by 
disseminating correct information on drugs, alcohol and related issues. They promote 
positive action concerning life choices, healthy lifestyles and general well being. They 
give support and encourage the development of the individual's life skills and 
experiences to enable them to reach their full potential. 


CAD has recently trained a team of 8 people in Indian Head Massage and Reiki. They 
are offering staff and clients alike, from various agencies around the city the 
opportunity to experience these fantastic treatments. The drop in is from 1-3pm on 
Tuesdays and Fridays at the 49 Barns Road. If this is inconvenient they could possible 


arrange to be available at another time venue, or to come to you. 
Tel: 01865 402919 /07901514947 


The Blackbird Leys Library 

Blackbird Leys Library is free and easy to join, although you will need to bring along 
some form of identification with your name, address and signature, such as a driving 
licence or utility bill. The Library stocks children's and adult books, videos, DVDs and 
story tapes. Hire charges start from £1 per week & 75p for audiotapes. 

Once you have joined you can borrow up to 20 books and 5 items in each 
audiovisual category with no fines for the under-5's. The library hosts Storytimes for 
under-10's during most school holidays. Ring 01865-770403 for details. 

Five Broadband Internet access terminals are available for public use while two 
filtered terminals are available for under-15's. There are word-processing and scanning 
facilities, with printing costs set at 10p per A4 page. Adults are allowed up to 1 hour 
per day and under-15's sessions are for thirty minutes. You can book up to a week in 


Barn Youth Project AGM 

The Barn Youth Project is holding their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 11th May 
at 5.30pm in the Barn. The Barn Youth Project has a voluntary management committee 
made up of local people. The future of the Club depends on local support and without 
the help from local people they will not be able to continue. Please come to the AGM to 
show your support for the only youth club on Greater Leys. The Barn is also looking for 
volunteers to help out on the Wednesday youth club, all expenses will be paid. For more 
information come down to the youth club on a Wednesday evening and speak to either 
Nicqui or Olsten. 


The project can be contacted on 01865 402219 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 


requires 


An Administrator 


to carry out all routine administration supporting the Project Leader 
and Management Committee 12 hours per week, to be worked flexibly. 
Rate of pay: £7-00 per hour 


Play Worker 


to work in the term time after school club and on the holiday 
play schemes. Hours are 2.45pm to 5.15pm in term time, 
and 37 hours per week during school holidays. 
Rate of pay depending on experience and qualifications - 
£6-00 per hour if unqualified; £7-00 per hour if holding 
NVQ Level Two in Playwork. (Willingness to undertake training essential) 


Play Workers 


for the summer holiday play scheme, 25 July to 26 August 2005. 
37 hours per week at £5-00 per hour. 


Enhanced CRB checks will be required for all the above posts 


_ For job description, person specification and application form ring Janette 


Age Resource Desk 

The Clockhouse. 

Mon to Fri, 10am - 1pm 
Computer access for the 
over 50's. Info: 717614 


The Barn Youth Club 
Wednesday, 7-9pm 


The Barn Youth Club - 
Internet Club Mondays 
4-6pm at the Barn. 


Brownies: Thursday 
6-7.30pm, Holy Family 
Church Hall 

(for 7 to 11 age group) 


CAD Drop-In: 

Drugs & Alcohol advice, 
Tues & Fri, 1-3pm, 

49 Barns Road 

(ox 402919) 


Carer and toddler group 
Until September: 

Friday, 1-3pm at the 
Dovecote. £1 


Dads, Lads and Lasses: 
Saturdays, 11am at the 
Barn, 3 pm 


Girls Street Dance: 

BBL Leisure Centre, 50p. 
13yrs-16yrs: 

Tuesdays, 4.45 - 5.45pm 
8yrs -12yrs: 

Wednesdays, 4.45 - 5.45pm 


Girls Aerobics: 

BBL Leisure Centre. 50p. 
Tuesdays, 6-7pm, 14 -18 
years 


Dovecote Afterschool Club: 
Monday to Thursday, 


3.15 - 4.45pm 


Dovecote Saturday Club 
(for ages 5-12) 10am-1pm. 


Dance Classes at the Barn 
Tues 4-5pm (5-11years) 
5-6pm (12 years +) £3.30 
Freestyle, disco, 
streetdance. 


The Edge - Youth Club 
BBL Community Centre. 
Wed, 1-4.30pm. 

Drop in 7.30-9.30pm 


Guides, Friday 7-9pm at the 
Holy Family Church. Girls, 
10-15 years. 

Info: 455970. 


1st Blackbird Leys Rainbow 
Guides 

for girls aged 5-7 yrs 
Fridays, 5.30-6.30pm 

Holy Family Church Hall, 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Contact - Laura 0778 
7528120 


Holy Family Church: 
Sunday service 10am, 
with lively children’s church. 


Home-Start New Babies 
Club: Dovecote on Friday, 
10.30-12noon 


Junior Edge Project: 

4.30 - 6pm, Tuesday and 
Thursday, BBL Community 
Centre (Supporting black 
and mixed heritage 
children) 


Leys Community Church 
Sunday service 3.30pm at 


the Leisure Centre. 


Leys Youth Football Club: 
BBL Leisure Centre on 
Fridays, 50p. 

Boys: School Years 3 to 6: 
4pm - 5pm. 

School Yrs 7 to 8: 5 - 6pm. 
School Yrs 9 to 11: 6 - 7pm. 
Girls: (8yrs to 16yrs): 7 - 8pm 


Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church: Mass, every 
Sunday, 9.30am and 6pm 


Self Defence: 
6-9pm, Tuesday at the Barn 


State Pension Advice 
Surgery: Leys Linx Centre, 
2nd & 4th Monday of the 
month 9.30am-12.30pm 


Swimming - 

Blackbird Leys Pool 
Mondays, 11.30 - 
12.30pm:60+ swimming 
(free). 

Tuesdays & Fridays, 

12 - 1pm: Water Workout. 
Wednesdays, 12 - 1pm: 
50+ swimming. 
Thursdays 12 -1pm: 
Duckings (Parent & toddler 
classes). 

Info: Ox 467042 


Weight Watchers: 
7-8pm, Thursday at the Barn 


Slimming World: 

New Testament Church of 
God, Cowley. 
Wednesdays, 7pm. Info: 
Ox 438114 


What do Area Committees do? 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 
e abandoned vehicles 


e allotments 
e car parks 
e cemeteries 


e community centres 
e decisions on planning 


applications 


OXFORD 
CITY 


e ditches and streams [uve 


e dog wardens 
e parks and countryside 
management 


e public toilets 
e Street cleaning 


e street naming 


South East Area Committee meetings 
Ring 252249 for further information 


ROSE HILL 


BLACKBIRD LEYS 


South East 


UTTLEMORE 


Monday 9th May 


Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre 


D 


6.00pm - 9.00pm > 


i 
a 


on 01865-747704 or call in at BLAP. Monday 16th May 


6.00pm - 9.00pm 


Monday 6th J une 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 


BLACKBIRD LEYS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
c/o Leys Linx Centre, Blackbird Leys Road, OXFORD OX4 6HW. 


Rose Hill 
Community Centre, 
The Oval 


Cardinal House, 
Cardinal Close 


BLAP is a Registered Charity, number 273172. BLAP receives funding and support from 
Oxford City Council, Children in Need, private businesses and other trusts. 


@ Leys News - Issue 42 


All of your needs in 
one store 


= 5, ri -So near, So Spar 


Leys SPAR Ltd * Dunnock Way * Blackbird Leys * Oxford * OX4 7EX 


